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British Medical Association. 
CURRENT NOTES. 


Conference of Local Medical and Panel Committees. 
A spPECIAL conference of representatives of Local Medical 


_ and Panel Committees will be held under the auspices of 


the British Medical Association at the Connaught Rooms, 
Great Queen Street, London, on Thursday, April llth, at 
10a.m. The main purpose of the conference is to consider 
the position with regard to the demand for an increased 
capitation fee and the unfavourable reply of the Chairman 
ot the National Health Insurance Joint Committee 
thereto. At the request of the Insurance Acts Committee 
the Commissioners are issuing to every insurance practi- 
-tioner a document containing the correspondence on this 
subject, together with Sir Edwin Cornwall’s reply on the 
whole matter. ‘The Insurance Acts Committee has issued 
to every insurance practitioner a copy of the statement 
which the Committee has prepared in reply. In this way 
the whole of the case is now in the hands not only of Local 
Medical ‘and Panel Committees but of their constituents 
throughout the country. The conference will also consider 
the action taken by the Insurance Acts Committee since 
October last in respect of the demand for an increased 
mileage allowance, and.of the organization of the pro- 
fession with a view to collective bargaining, and it is 
expected that a report will be received from the president 
of the Institute of Actuaries on his investigation into the 
coustitution of the central pool. 


Inquiries, Discreet and Indiscreet. 

The Standing Ethical Subcommittee of the Association 
on March 12th considered paragraph 4 of a circular issued 
by the Local Government Board on February 22nd, which 
directs attention to the importance of Wassermann tests 
tor patients who have had miscarriages, and of examina- 
tions of material from cases of stillbirth. The circular 
goes on to say: , 

It is also desirable that when these cases are notified the 
Medical Officer of Health should make discreet inquiries into 
the circumstances, in consultation with the District Medical 
Officer of Health if the notification is received by him. The 
inquiries should be made through the medical practitioner if 
one was in attendance at the time of birth. j 
The Subcommittee was of opinion that medical prac- 
titioners in attendance on such cases are debarred by con- 
siderations of professional secrecy from disclosing to the 
Medical Officer of Health or any other person information 


-which they have acquired in the course of their profes- 


sional attendance, and that it would be wrong, both legally 
and ethically, to furnish the information which the Local 
Government Board has suggested Medical Officers of 
Health should endeavour to obtain. 


Travelling Expenses of Members of Panel Committees. 
In the SuppLemEnT of March 9th it was noted that pro- 
vision is made in the National Health Insurance Act, 1918, 


- for the payment out of the statutory levy of the travelling - 


expenses (including subsistence) of members of Panel Com- 
mittees attending meetings of such committees, or any 
subcommittees thereof. In repeating this information in 
a current note in last week's SupPLEMENT, it should have 
been stated again that the Act does not come into general 
operation until July 1st, 1918, at the earliest. 


Central Surgeries. 

The Central Medical War Committee, on March 20th, 
considered a report’ on the results of an inquiry into 
existing central surgery systems in various parts of the 
country. It was found that central surgeries had been set 
up as an emergency measure in six localities. The Local 
Medical War Committee in each case was asked to. reply 
to a set of questions designed to furnish a common basis 
for comparing the essential points in each scheme in 
respect of (1) origin and scope, (2) organization, (3) financial 
arrangements, and (4) results of experience. Most of the 
schemes deal with panel patients only, but in two areas 
private patients are included. A central consulting room, 
with the necessary accommodation and clerical staff, is 
the normal arrangement. Attendance at the surgery is by 
rota, and varies according to the number of doctors doing 
the work and the amount of work required. Dispensing 
and midwifery are not normally undertaken. Free choice 
of doctor exists so far as is practicable, but continuity of 
treatment presents difficulties. Tho financial arrange- 
ments vary much, but generally speaking, after deductions 
for absentees and for working expenses, the receipts are 
divided among the attending doctors in proportion to the 
work done. ‘The verdict of experience as to economy of 
time is favourable. Where private patients as well as panel- 
patients are dealt with a far higher proportion of the latter 
make use of the central rooms, and it appears that as an 
expedient for kgeping private practices intact the scheme 
fails, but, on the whole, satisfaction seems to have been 
general so far as panel practice is concerned. Generally 
speaking, the measure of success is the measure of co- 
operation between patients, local authorities, and doctors. 
This is easier to obtain in panel than in private practice. 
although questious of class distinction do not seem to have 
been raised in any of the six areas. The report was mainiy 
discussed from the point of view of economy in medical 
man power. It was agreed that pre-existing local harmony 
was essential for the success of any such scheme. 


War Emergency Fund of the Royal Medical» 
Benevolent Fund. 

The following further subscriptions have been receive.1 
from Divisions of the Association, and have been passe. 
on to the Treasurer of the War Emergency Fund. The 
names of individual subscribers are published monthly 
in the advertisement pages of the JOURNAL. 


@ a. 

Warrington Division, per Dr. T. A. Murray, Hon. Sec. ... 1616 0 

Kendal Division, per Dr. D. Riddell, Hon. Sec. pm - B00 

Torquay Division, per Dr. G. Young Eales, Hon. Sec. ... 717 0 
Leeds Division, per Dr. James Allan, Hon. Sec. (two 

Southp rt Division, per Dr. Robert Harris, Hon. Sec. (two 

’ Newcast'e-on-Tyne Division, per Dr. A. Hudson, Hon. mA 


Meetings of Branches and Divisions. 


LANCASHIRE AND CuesHire Brancn: 

Division. 
At the annual meeting held on February 22nd the followin 
office-bearers were appointed : : 

Chairman: R. Bleasdale. Secretary: M.Mamourian. Repre- 
sentative: S. Crawshaw. Committee: The Chairman, tlie 
Secretary, and Drs. Bowman, IXorison, Cameron, Elkington 
Smith, and McGill. 
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PHabal and Military Appointments. 


ROYAL NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICE. 
“Tur folowing appointments are announced by the 


Temporary Surgeons: J. M. Harrison to the Hindustan; S.C. Shaw . 


to the -Ametiryst. 


ARMY MEDICAL SERVICE. 
Surgeon-General R. torter, C.B., is placed on retired pay (substi- 
tuted for notification in thé London Gazette of February Ist, 1928). 
Colonel E. G. Browne, C.B., C.M.G., to be temporary Major-General 
sanetlated for notification in the London Gazette of February 28th, 


Lieut.-Colonels from R.A.M.C. to be Colonels: T. H.-M. Clarke, 
C.M.G., D.S.O., (temporary Colonel) S. L. Cummins, C.M.G., (tem- 
#orary Colonel) J. Poe, D.:S.0 


Royat Corps. 
Majors to be Lieut.-Colonels: J. T. 
Lient.-Colonel) W. R. P. Goodwin, D.S.O., (acting Lieut.-Colonel) 
W. L. Steele, (acting Lieut.-Colonel) W Riach, C.M.G. ‘ 
Major E. T. Potts, D.S.O., to be temporary Lieut.-Colonel whilst 
employed as Assistant Director of Medical Services of an Army, 
November 4th, 1917 (substituted for notification in the London Gazette 
of December 14th, 1917). 
Major H. H. J. Fawcett, D.S.O., retains the acting rank of Lieut.- 
Colonel whilst in command of a casualty clearing station. 
To be acting Lient. Colonels whilst in command of medical units: 
Majors C. Bramhall, J, M. M. Crawford, and Captain R. M. Davies. 
Offieers relinquish their commissions :—Temporary Captains: R. M. 
Fraser, W. G. Jones, A. H. Parkinson, H. W. Wilson, J. G. Leslie, 
E. Romine], C. G. Todd (on account of ill health contracted on active’ 
service), W. J. Hoggion taking up duty under Ministry of National 
Service); temporary Lieutenant F. R. Smyth. 
Late temporary: Captains granted the honorary rank of Captain: 
G. Porter, C. E, Van-Eyck. 
. ‘Thompson to be temporary Captain whilst employed at 
cienaaaae ‘of: Middlesex War Hospital, December Ist, 1917 (substituted 
for SN | in the London Gazette of February 12th, 1918). 


‘ 


4: 
 JINDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE. 
Majors to be Lieut.-Colonels, July 27th, 1917: T. H. Delany, J. W. F. 
Rait, E. J. O'Meara, G. Tate, R. F. Baird, A. T. Gage, G. McPherson, 
S. Hunt, A: G. Sargent, de V. Condon, H. A. J. Gidney, W. Lethbridge. 


SPECIAL RESERVE OF OFFICERS. 
ARMY MEDICAL Corps. 
To be Lieutenants: G. MacAlevey, I. H. Zortman, C. S. Parker, 
and H. E. Rhodes, from "eee of London Contingent, O.T.C., 
R. B. Britton, from Bristol University Contingent, O.T.C. 


OVERSEAS CONTINGENTS. 
-, CANADIAN. ARMY MEDICAL SERVICE. 
Assistant: Director of Medical Services: Temporary Colonel R. M. 
C.A:M.C., vice temporary Colonel H. M. Jacques, D.S.O., 
©. ..M.C, 


CANADIAN ARMY MEDICAL CorPs. 

Temporary Majors to be temporary Lieut.-Colonets: (Acting Lieut.- 
Colonel) A. 8. | onaldson ; P. G. Brown. 

Temporary Major C, F. L. Haszard, frem Canadian Light Horse, to 
be temporary Major (substituted for London Gazette notification of 
1 ecember 14th 1917, incorrectly describing name as C. F. C. Hazzard). 
. Teimporary Captain (acting Major) T. H. Bell, M.C., to be temporary 

lajor. 

'’omporary Major: A. Sterling, from New Brunswick Regiment, to 
be temporary Captain, January 21st..1918 ‘substituted for notification 
in the London Gazette of Kebruary 7th, incorrectly describing name as 
A. Stirling). 

Temporary Captain W. Mason is dismissed the service by sentence 
of a general court-martial, January 24th, 1918. 

Temporary Captain A. Bb. Chapman, M.C., to be temporary Major, 
December 6th, 1917 (substituted for notification in the London Gazette 
of February 12th, 1917, incorrectly describing promotion as acting 
Major and specitying date as December 22nd, 1917). 

Temporary Captain B. E. Kelly to be temporary Major, December 
6th, 1917 (substituted for London Gazette : otification of January 28th, 
1918, incorrectly describing promotion as acting \.ajor, and specifying 
date a- December 26th,-1917) 

Temporary Captain W. T. Ewing to be acting Major. 

To be temporary Majors: Temporary Captains R. J. Gard ner, W. FH. 
Scott, MC., G. W. Hall, H. W. McGill, and (acting Major) R. St J. 
Mac Donald. 

Temporary Captain W. B. MacDermott ceases to be seconded. 


TERRITORIAL FORCE. 
Royau ARMY MEDICAL Corps. 

T.igut.-Colonels (temporary Colonels) A. R. Tweedie and D. Smart 
relinquish their temporary rank on vacating appointment as Assistant 
Directors of Medical Services, and are restored to the establishment. 

Lieut.-Colonel (temporary Colonel) H.G. Falkner relinquishes his 
temporary rank on vacating appointment as Assistant Director of 
Medical Services. 

Major (temporary Lieut.-Colone|) E. C. Montgomery-Smith, D.S.O., 
is seconded whilst holding an appointment as A sistant Director of 
Medical Services, and to be temporary Colonel whilst so employed. 

Majors (acting Lieut.-Colonels) R. Stirling and H. E. Corbin relin- 
quish their acting rank on ceasing to command a casualty clearing 
station and a field ambulance respectively. 

Major R. T. Hughes and Captain H. t’. Wilkin to be acting Lieut.- 
Colonels whilst commanding a casualty clearing station and a field 
aw bulance respectively. 

Major J. A. Masters is retired under the provisions of para. 116 
T F. Regulations, and is granted permission to retain his rank and to 
wear the prescribed uniform. 


| rank on an alteration in posting, 


4 appeared i in the London Gazette of February 8th, 1918, is cancelled, 


Johnson, D.S.O., (temporary 


| QvicK—HELLINS.—On March 16th, at Holy Trinity, Beckenham, by! 


Captain (temporary Major) A. Mowat relinquishes his temporary 


Captain. P, G. Phillips relinquishes bis commission.on 
health, and is granted the honorary rank of Captain, December th, 
1917 (substituted for notification “which appesred in the London | 
Gazette of December 6th, 1917), 

Captain J. A. Nixon to remain seconded whilst holding a eae 

~commission-in the A.M.S. 
Captain G, B. Robinson to be Major. 


Captains-S. F. St. J. Steadman and J. M. are seconded. 


The announcement regarding Captain J. M. McQueen which | 


TERRITORIAL FORCE RESERVE. i | 
To be Cap‘ain: Captain J. Aitken, from R.A.M.C. HY 


VOLUNTEER FORCE. 

County of London Volintesr Regiment, 18th Battalion.—J. Norton io 
be Medical Officer and. temporary Lieutenant. 

Rutland Volunteer Regiment, 1st Battalion.—J.§,P. Dickey- to 
Medical Officer and temporary Lieutenant. 

East Yorkshire Medical Volunteer Corps.—J. Whiteside to be tonics: j 
porary Lieutenant. i 
_East Yorkshire Regiment, 1st Battalion.—H. Wales to be Medien 

‘Officer and temporary Lieutenant. 

Surrey Medical Volunteer Corps.—Medical Officer and temporary , 
Captain W. Gripper, from. 9th Battalion Surrey Volunteer Regiment, ' 
to be temporary Captain. 

Northumberland Volunteer Regiment, 4th Battalion. —J. G. Mil er. 
(late Captain R.A.M.C., T-F.) to be Medical Officer and temporary 
Captain. 


EXCHANGE. 
M.O. to battalion in France wishes exchange with M.O. or Officer'j ig ; 
hospital in Lincoln or Lincolnshire, or 8. Yorks.—Address No. 1100} 
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL Office, 429, Strand, W.C. 


te 


APPOINTMENTS. 
Dick, A., M.B., Ch.B.Glas., Medical Officer of Health for Birstall,vice 
R.A. Forsyth, M.D., deceased. 
McCarry, E., L.R.C. P. and §.I., Assistant Medical Superintendent 
to the Waterford District Asylum. : 
Morris, C. E., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., Medical Officer of Health, Holywell ¥ 
Urban District Council. : 
RussELL, Miss Violet I., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., Assistant Resident. 
Medical Officer to Queen Charlotte's Lying-in Hospital. 


-BIRTITS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS. 

Lhe charge for inserting announcements of Births, Marriages, and - 
Deaths is 68., which sum should be forwarded with the notice ‘ 
not later than the first post on Wednesday morning inorderto | 
ensure insertion in the current issue. ' 


BIRTH. 4 


DicKkson.—On March 18th, 1918, at 23, Alexandra Road, Gloucester, the; 
wife of W. Arnold Dickson, M.D., F.R.C.S., Edinburgh,a daughter. ; 


MARRIAGES, 

GENGE-ANDREWS—FINCHAM.—On February 23rd, by licence, George F, . 
Genge-Andrews, M.B.. B.S., to Lesby, younger daughter of Wat 
Fincham, ksq., of the ‘Beeches, Chelmsford. 

Op1e—CoLLETT-MASoN —On January 26th, at the Citaslel 
Chapel, Cairo. Egypt, by the Rev. Baghot dela Bere, T.C.F., Philip: 
Adams Opie, Captain Royal Army Medical Corps, elder son of. 
Ernest Opie, J.P., and the late Mrs. Opie of Willand, Culiompton, 
Devon, to Margaret Marion Collett, eldest daughter of James (,: 
Collett-Mason, J.P., and Mrs. Collett-Mason of Nieuport Hall,: 
Eardisley, Herefordshire. 


the Rev. W. Yorke Batley, M.C., ‘Captain Haniilton E. Quick, M.B., 
B.S., B.Se.. F.R.C 8. R.A.M.C,(T.). son of Mr. and Mrs. C C. H. Quick. 
of Swansea, to Adelaide Ruth, second daughter of H. H. Hellins, 
M.Inst.C.E., and of Mrs. Hellins of Sydenham. 


DEATHS. | 


DAvipson.—On March 17th, at 118 Brigstock Road, Thornton Heath, 
trom pneumonia, James Gellie Davidson, M.B., Ch.B., age 39. 

Lrwis.—On March 10th, at 255, Anlaby Road, Hull, after a short: 
illness, Sybil Lonie Lewis, L.R.C.P. and 8.Edin., L.F.P.S8.Glas. 


DIARY FOR THE WEEK, ; 
MONDAY. 
SociETy oF LONDON, 11, Chandos Street, W.1.—8.30 p.m.,' 


Colonel G. E. Gask, A.M.S., D.S. 0.: Surgery of Penetrating. 
Wounds of the Thorax. ; 


Royal SOCIETY OF MEDICINE.—Section of Medicine: Tuesday, 5 p.m. 
Demonstration by Sir Bertrand Dawson, G.C.V.O.: Cultures of 
Spirochaeta icterohaemorrhagiae and slides, 


DIARY OF THE ASSOCIATION. 


Date. Meetings to be Held. 
MARcH 
26 Tues. Propagends Subcommittee, 2.30 p.m. 
APRIL 


3 Wed. London: Medico-Political Committee. 


Captain (acting Lieut.-Colonel) O. lL. Appl ton reverts to th> acting 11 Thur. CONFERENCE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF LocaL MEDICAL 
raifk of Major with pay and allowances of a Captain, June 6th, 1917 AND, PANEL COMMITTEXS, Connaught Rooms, Great 
(substituted for notification in the London Gazetie of August 3rd, 1917). Queen Street, London, W.C., 10 a.m. 
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